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• Carolers and Live Ice Carving 1:30 to 3 pm   
• Wine Shop Cellar Door Exclusives 11 am to 6 pm 

 
A Valley Transformed 
 
There is something magical about Okanagan wines and our region, which is among the most beautiful 
agritourism destinations in the world.  The growth in bed and breakfasts, creation of a distinctive regional 
cuisine, organic farms, and fromageries has attracted visitors from the world over.  Since the late 1980s and 
the evolution to classic vinifera based wines, B.C. has been winning trophies at major international wine 
competitions, with seasoned, innovative winemakers moving to the Valley from around the world to help forge 
our new region. The number of acres planted has increased dramatically over that time, which when Mission 
Hill was founded in 1981, had only six wineries, today there are almost 200.  And it seems that for every time 
the bell rang at Mission Hill over the past decade, another vineyard and person to enjoy the harvest from those 
vineyards sprang up in the Okanagan. The statistics bears this out: 
 
Population of the Regional District of Central Okanagan 
2000: 152,060 
2009: 184,037 
 
Harvest 
2000: 10,022 tonnes 
2010: 20,000 tonnes (estimate) 
 
BC VQA wine sales  
1999/2000: $48.7 million  
2009/2010: $182 million 
 
BC wineries 
2000: 60 
2010: 189  
 
(Statistics supplied by the BC Wine Institute and the Central Okanagan Economic Development Commission.) 
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About Mission Hill Family Estate 
Mission Hill Family Estate is world renowned for its award-winning wines, stunning setting and architecture, 
and its Cuisine du Terroir-based Terrace Restaurant. The winery’s vineyards are located in five distinct 
growing regions of British Columbia’s Okanagan Valley.  Reflective of the origin and unique character of the 
Valley and of the careful ‘Vine to Bottle’ program, Oculus, our signature Bordeaux-inspired wine, represents 
the pinnacle in premium winemaking.  Proprietor Anthony von Mandl and winemaker John Simes produce 
elegant internationally acclaimed wines with New World flavours and Old World refinement from this 
incomparable wine valley. Visit www.missionhillwinery.com for more information.  
 
Media Contact: 
Lori Raffan 
Director of Public Relations, Mission Hill Family Estate 
T: 604.808.6655 / E: lraffan@missionhillwinery.com 
 
Additional images and interviews available upon request. 


