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Mission Hill Family Estate Crowned ‘Canadian Wine Producer of the Year’ 
at the 2011 International Wine & Spirit Competition in London, UK by 

Proprietor of Château Haut-Brion 
 

Prestigious International Award Recognizes Outstanding Quality and Excellence  
Across Mission Hill’s Portfolio of Fine Wines 

 

West Kelowna, British Columbia - January 24, 2012 - Mission Hill Family Estate is the 2011 

recipient of the coveted IWSC Trophy as the ‘Canadian Wine Producer of the Year’ at the 

International Wine & Spirit Competition (IWSC) in London, United Kingdom. The award came 

as a complete surprise to Mission Hill Proprietor Anthony von Mandl who was presented the 

award in front of 600 international wine luminaries at the historic Guild Hall in London by 

this year’s IWSC President, Prince Robert of Luxembourg, Proprietor of Château Haut-Brion 

in Bordeaux, France. 

 

The award was particularly gratifying to von Mandl who in 2006 was the first Canadian 

appointed as President of the IWSC.  Past Presidents include: Wolf Blass, Robert Mondavi, 

Baroness Philippine de Rothschild, Marchese Piero Antinori, May-Eliane de Lencquesaing 

and Sir Anthony Greener.  

 

“Having started back in 1981 with a vision of producing wine that could stand alongside the 

best in the world, it is almost overwhelming to see this dream has become reality.  This 

award represents a profound achievement for everything our winemaking and vineyard 

team has accomplished at Mission Hill Family Estate,” said Anthony von Mandl.   

 

The IWSC was founded in 1969 and is the most prestigious competition of its kind in the 

world.  Its aim is to promote the quality and excellence of the world's best wines, spirits and 

liqueurs and it is the only international competition to use a rigorous two stage judging 

process of professional blind tasting followed by an extensive chemical and microbiological 

analysis.  
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In addition to the 2011 IWSC Trophy for ‘Canadian Wine Producer of the Year’, Mission Hill 

Family Estate won 20 individual medals at the IWSC competition, including: Gold Medals for 

the 2009 Reserve Riesling Icewine, 2005 Select Lot Collection Riesling Icewine and 2009 

Reserve Vidal Icewine. A complete listing of awards is available at www.iwsc.net 

 

The IWSC award comes on top of Mission Hill’s recent ‘Winery of the Year’ award at the 2011 

InterVin International Wine Awards Competition. Mission Hill was also featured in Wine 

Spectator magazine with three of the winery’s red wines – 2007 Compendium, 2007 Quatrain 

and 2007 SLC Syrah – earning scores of 90 points; while its signature Bordeaux-inspired 

wine, 2007 Oculus, scored 91 points.  This is the first time a Canadian winery has ever 

received 90+ scores for its red wines from this publication.  

 

In 1994, Mission Hill Family Estate won the IWSC Avery Trophy for ‘Best Chardonnay in the 

World’ for its Grand Reserve Barrel Select Chardonnay. At the time this was the first major 

international award for Mission Hill and the accolade helped place British Columbia’s 

Okanagan Valley on the international wine producing map.   

 

About Mission Hill Family Estate 

Mission Hill Family Estate is world renowned for its award winning wines, stunning setting 

and Terrace Restaurant. Honoured as one of the ‘Top Five Winery Restaurants in the World’ 

by Travel + Leisure magazine, the restaurant and epicurean program is led by our Executive 

Winery Chef Matthew Batey.  Majestic mountains, scenic lakes and lush orchards encase the 

winery's dramatic architecture and culminate in a setting that celebrates wine, food and the 

arts. With sustainable practices that ensure care for the environment, and a timelessness 

that respects the von Mandl family's European heritage, guests experience the height of 

winemaking in an incomparable lakeside mountaintop winery. For more information visit 

www.missionhillwinery.com; Twitter @MissionHillWine and Facebook 

Facebook.com/MissionHillWine  
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